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US sees India as leader within
Quad, says White House official

Agencies

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: The US sees
India as a leader within the
Quad and is grateful for New
Delhi’s role in the four-nation
grouping, a top White House
official has said.

The remarks by Mira Rapp-
Hooper, White House National
Security Council Senior
Director for East Asia and
Oceania, came two days ahead
of the Quad summit, compris-
ing leaders from Australia,
India, Japan and the US. “When
it comes to the role that we
expect India to play, we expect
and indeed see India as a leader
within the Quad,” she said on
Thursday.

The best encapsulation of

the way the US thinks about
India’s role is captured in
Washington’s Indo-Pacific
Strategy, she added.

Since the release of the Indo-
Pacific Strategy in February
2022, the US has taken historic
strides to advance its vision for
an Indo-Pacific region that is

US President Joe Biden, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, PM Narendra Modi and

Australian PM Anthony Albanese during the Quad Leaders Summit in Tokyo in May.

free and open, connected, pros-
perous, secure, and resilient.
“..we say that the United States
seeks an India that is increas-
ingly a leader in the region and
increasingly a partner with the

United States,”
said.

“Through the Quad, we are
increasingly working on pro-
jects in South Asia, which, of
course, is a huge strategic pri-

Rapp-Hooper

AFP/FILE

ority for the government in
Delhi, and we're grateful for
India’s leadership,” she added.
US President Joe Biden will
host Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Prime Minister Anthony

Albanese of Australia and
Prime Minister Kishida Fumio
of Japan for the fourth in-per-
son Quad Leaders’ Summit on
Saturday.

“The Quad has been an ideal
venue through which, rather,
we can work together because
it not only allows for the criti-
cal exchange of strategic views
where, of course, we are, as |
say, increasingly aligned, but
also it allows us to identify
opportunities and priorities
that not only matter to the
United States or its traditional
treaty allies like Australia and
Japan but really matter to
India,” Rapp-Hooper said.

Modi is set to begin his
three-day visit to the United
States starting Saturday morn-
ing. The visit will see PM Modi
engage in high-level meetings
with world leaders, attend the
annual Quad summit, and par-
ticipate in discussions at the
United Nations.

The first programme on the
PM'’s agenda will be the annual
Quad summit to be held in

continued on -7



‘Bombay HC strikes down
Centre’s amended IT rules

The revised rules had empowered Centre to set up a fact check unit to identify fake' news: they

violate right to equality and freedom of speech guaranteed by Constitution, savs ‘tie-breaker judge’

Purnima Sah
MUMBAI

he Bombay High
TCuurt on Friday
struck down the

amended Information
Technology Rules, 2023,
which empowered the
Centre to set up a fact
check unit (FCU) to identi-
fy fake, false and mislead-
ing information about the
government and its esta
blishments on social
media.

The “tie-breaker” judge,
Justice Atul Sharachchan-
dra Chandurkar, delivered
the verdict on Friday after
a Division Bench of Justices
Gautam Patel and Neela
Gokhale delivered a split

verdict on January 3I1,
2024.
Justice Chandurkar said

the Information Technolo
gy (Intermediary Guide-
lines and Digital Media Eth-

Road to verdict

The fact check unit of Ministry of Electronics and IT has faced
criticism since it was established an Agril 6, 2023,
The case against the Centre’s amendment has concluded after

aver a year. Highlights:

April 10, 2023: Satirist
Kunal Kamra files a petition

in Bombay ML against the
amendments to the Act, calling
them “arbetrary, viclating
fundamental rights of speech
and expression and
vague”; Editors Guild of
india and the Internet
Freedom Foundation
|oin the plea later

Apeil 24: [T rules
amendment does not
seem to offer
pratection 1o

ics Code) Amendment
Rules, 2023, violated Arti-
cle 14 (right to equality), 19
(freedom of speech and ex-
pression) and 19Xg) (free-
dom and right to profes-
sion) of the Constitution”.

parody and satire, observes
Bombay HC

Jan. 31, 2024: Court delvers a2
split verdict with Justice Pated
favouwring the petitioners and
Justice Gokhale upholding the
amendment

Feb. &: The case is placed
before Justice Chandurkar

March 21: SC stays setting
up af FOU to mondtor sacial
media content about the
government

ustice Chandurkar

The expression “fake,
false and misleading” in
the Rules was “vague and
hence wrong” in the ab-
sence of any definition, he
added.

“The impugned Rule al-

so results in a chilling ef-
fect qua an intermediary,”
the judge said.

Set up in 2023

In April 2023, the Ministry
of Electronics and IT (MEi-
TY) established the FCU by
amending the IT Rules,
2021.

Subsequently, political
satirist and stand-up artist
Kunal Kamra, the Editors
Guild of India, the News
Broadcasters and Digital
Association and the Asso-
ciation of India Magazines
(AIM) through the Internet
Freedom Foundation hled
a writ petition in the Bom-
bay High Court against the
IT Amendment Rules,
2023, calling them *“arbi-
trary, violating fundamen-
tal rights of speech and ex-
pression and vague".
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