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Cabinet nod
for ‘one nation,
one election’

HT Correspondent

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Union Cabinet
on Wednesday approved former
President Ram Nath Kovind-led
committee’s report on the “one
nation, one election” proposal
months after the panel submit-
ted its report to the government
recommending a legally tenable
mechanism to restore simulta-
neous elections.

Union minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the report found
widespread support for simulta-
neous polls and that the Cabinet
approved it unanimously. He
added recommendations of the
panel will be discussed across
India on various fora. “Imple-
mentation group will be formed
to take forward recommenda-
tions of the Kovind panel on
simultaneous polls,” said Vaish-
naw. “A number of parties have
supported simultaneous polls.
We will seek to create consensus
over next few months.”

The Kovind panel was man-
dated to study the existing
framework and recommend
amendments to the Constitution,
the Representation of the People
Act, etc needed for synchronised
polls. It recommended simulta-
neous polls to the Lok Sabha and
the assemblies as the first step. It
then suggested the elections to
municipalities and panchayats
be synchronised with those for
Lok Sabha and assemblies. This
was proposed to be done in a
way that polls tolocal bodies are
held within 100 days of those to
Lok Sabha and assemblies. The
panel said implementing step
one does not need ratification by
the states.

The committee recommended

an amendment to the Constitu-
tion to introduce the concepts of
full and unexpired terms. It said
the election held in case a House
is dissolved sooner than its full
term would be considered a mid-
term poll. The panel added elec-
tion held after the expiry of five
years would be a general elec-
tion. Simultaneous polls shall
mean general elections for con-
stituting the Lok Sabha and all
the state assemblies together, it
said.

“One nation, one election”
was one of the key promises in
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)'s manifesto for the 2024
national elections.

In August, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi urged political
parties to help realise the goal of
“one nation, one election”,
underlining frequent polls were
a hurdle to India’s progress. He
referred to extensive consulta-
tions across the country on the
issue and said all political parties
have given their views. Modi said
Kovind-led panel has submitted
an excellent report.

“Frequent elections are creat-
ing hurdles in the progress of the
nation. It has become easy to
link any scheme or initiative
with elections. There are elec-
tions somewhere every three to
six months. Every work is linked
to elections,” Modi said in his
address from the ramparts of the
Red Fort on Independence Day.

He added the nation has to
come forward for “one nation,
one election”,

Modi asked the parties to
ensure that national resources
are used for the common man.
“We have to come forward to
realise the dream of one nation
one election.”



India and Quad: A
tale of collaboration

The upcoming summit
will reinforce the
awareness of Delhi’s
strategic options as it
deals with its challenges
and seeks to maximise
its opportunities

he Quad summit to be held

on September 21 in United

States (US) president Joe

Biden's hometown, Wilm-

ington (Delaware), will be

the sixth since the meet-
ings at this level were initiated in
March 2021 by the Biden administra-
tion, within months of taking over in
January that year. Including the
upcoming one, Biden would have
hosted four when he leaves office —
there were two virtual meetings, in
March 2021 and 2022, and the first-
ever in-person Quad summit in Sep-
tember 2021. Two intervening summit
meetings were hosted by Japan (May
2022) and Australia (May 2023). It will
be India’s turn to host in 2025. The
new US president and the incoming
team will have to focus on a visit to
India early in the term and explore
additional deliverables and outcomes
for the visit, providing continuity as
the transition from the Biden adminis-
tration takes place.

Biden hosting four summits is an
attestation of the importance attached
by the US to this framework for coop-
eration and coordination. It has also
worked to India's advantage. The US is
now more willing to partner with India
in terms of technology. The two coun-

tries launched the pathbreaking Initia-
tive on Critical and Emerging Technol-
ogies (iCET) in January 2023, which
provides for cooperation in Artificial
Intelligence (Al), quantum, biotechnol-
ogy, semiconductors, space, and
defence, among others. It has provided
a cushion to handle disagreements on
issues such as the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict. There was a proposal in the US
Senate that India should be exempt
from sanctions under the
Countering  American
Adversaries through Sanc-
tions Act (CAATSA) for
major defence and other
purchases from Russia
because it is a member of

we recall the context in

which it was first conceived, and the
challenges it experienced. It had first
come together in response to the 2004
tsunami in the Indian Ocean and
aimed at coordinating humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief (HADR)
response by the four navies of the US,
Japan, Australia, and India that had
displayed capacity on the occasion. A
meeting of Quad officials took place on

the margins of the Association of

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
Regional Forum in the Philippines in
2007. Thereafter, it languished in the
face of the sensitivity of some mem-
bers, including Australia, to perceived
opposition from China, with which
they had strong trade and economic
linkages. It was revived by the Donald
Trump administration, which had
made a pushback against China’s pred-

Arun K

Quad. cific. It has treaty relationships

The significance and Smgh with Japan, Australia, New
achievementsof Quadtoday =  Zealand, South Korea, and the
can be better understood if Philippines. It launched

atory economic and trade policies and
its unilateral assertiveness in the East
and South China Seas and elsewhere, a
major plank of its presidential cam-
paign and subsequent policy. A meet-
ing of officials of the revived Quad took
place in 2017 on the sidelines of the
East Asia Summit. After several meet-
ings at this level, it was raised to for-
eign minister-level meetings in Sep-
tember 2019. Members have now met
eight times at this level, twice
in the Trump administration
and six times since 2021,
Itshould be recognised that
Quad is one of several frame-
works of cooperation that USis
involved with in the Indo-Pa-

AUKUS with Australia and the
United Kingdom in 2021, to provide
Australia with capacity for nuclear pro-
pulsion conventionally armed subma-
rines, and high-level defence technolo-
gies. Ithasalso initiated a quadrilateral
arrangement with the Philippines,
Japan and Australia, focusing more on
security responses to China’s actionsin
the Eastand South China Seas.

Quad, however, has its own signifi-
cance. It has enabled the USto explore
plurilateral convergences with India
beyond the strengths of the bilateral
relationship. From the Indian perspec-
tive, it has catalysed greater willing-
ness in the US to do more with India
bilaterally. Beyond the iCET, the US
has now authorised technology trans-
fer to India of GE F414 jet engines,
which had been difficult earlier. Japan
and Australia are also willing to do

Quad has enabled the US to explore plurilateral convergences with India
beyond the strengths of the bilateral relationship AFP

more with India bilaterally, because of

Quad and the enhanced US willing-
ness.

In addition to strengthening their
relationships, Quad countries need to
show positive benefits to other coun-
tries in the region flowing from the
partnership. Otherwise, they would
look at the Quad with scepticism,
including because of negative Chinese
reactions. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has called the Quad a force for
global good. Among the Quad steps
have been sharing vaccines during the
Covid-19 pandemic, providing space-
based maritime domain awareness
data to PacificIsland countries to deal
with climate, disaster forecasting, and
illegal fishing, an Open RAN pilot in
Palau, providing STEM fellowships,
working on improving connectivity in
the region. Measures have included
practical cooperation on climate
action, climate finance and technology
transfer to countries to meet their cli-
mate commitments, addressing chal-
lenges of unsustainable debt financing,
A Quad ASEAN Working Group has
been established, and support for
ASEAN centrality, and ASEAN-led
regional architecture has been reiter-
ated.

But they will be judged most by the
benefits they bring to each other and
their strategic interests. Six leader-
level working groups have been set up
on climate, critical and emerging tech-
nologies, cyber, health security, infra-

structure, and space. They have reiter-
ated calls for an open, secure, free and
inclusive Indo-Pacific that is prosper-
ous and resilient, and upholding the
principles of sovereignty, territorial
integrity and peaceful resolution of
disputes. They have consulted on
issues of maritime security, counter-
terrorism, proliferation threatsin Asia,
resilience of supply chains including of
critical minerals.

The relevance of Quad is also signi-
fied by the fact that subsequently, the
ASEAN, the European Union, and sev-
eral European countries have devel-
oped their own strategies and outlooks
for the Indo-Pacific.

In the intense global contestation
playing out between the US, Russia,
and China, India has sought to main-
tain its strategic autonomy by making
an effort to sustain the relationship
with Russia and deepen the partner-
ship with the US and its partners, and
strengthen itself economically, techno-
logically and in the defence domain
through these choices. PM Modi is
expected to participate in the BRICS
summit being hosted in Russia in
October. The Quad summit in Septem-
ber will reinforce the awareness of
India’s strategic options as it deals with
its challenges and seeks to maximise
its opportunities.

Arun K Singh is a former Indian
ambassador to the United States.
The views expressed are personal



an Sheikh Hasina be extradited?

Why is Bangladeshs International Crimes Tribunal asking for the extradition of Ms. Hasina? Does the treaty signed in 2013 by India and Bangladesh allow for an
extradition request to be umed down? What could be the potential implications of such a request?

EXPLAINER
Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:
e chief prosecutor of
Bangladesh’s International
Crimes Tribunal (ICT) has
announced plans to seek the
extradition of ousted leader Sheikh
Hasina from neighbouring India. “As the
main perpetrator has fled the country, we
will start the legal procedure to bring her
back,” Mohammad Tajul lam said on
September 8. Ms. Hasina had sought
refuge in India in August after a mass
uprising compelled her w step down.
Since her departure, numerous criminal
cases have been lodped against her and
her aides, encompassing charpges of
murder, torture, abduction, crimes
against humanity, and genocide.
Additionally, India and Bangladesh have a
bilateral extradition treaty in place that
could allow for her return to face trial.

What does the extradition treaty say?
The ICT was established in 2010 by Ms.
Hasina to investigate crimes committed
during the 1971 independence war from
Pakistan. Under the International Crimes
(Tribunals) Act of 1973, Bangladeshi
courts can proceed with criminal triaks
even in Ms. Hasina's absence. However,
this is bound to raise concerns about the
fairness of the proceedings, and
adherence to due process, while also
complicating the enforcement of judicial
orders. Therefore, the exdradition of the
former Prime Minister is crucial.

In 2013, India and Bangladesh signed
an extradition treaty as a strategic
measure to address insurgency and
terrorism along their shared borders. It
was amended in 2016 to ease the process
of exchange of fugitives wanted by both
nations, The treaty has facilitated the
transfer of several notable political
prisoners. For instance, in 2020, two
convicts imolved in the 1975 assassination
of Ms. Hasina's father, Sheikh Mujibur

Forced departure: Bangladesh's former Prirne Minister Sheikh Hasina in Dhaka on January 8. PP

Rahman, were extradited to Bangladesh
for execution. Similarly, India successfully
secured the extradition of Anup Chetia,
the general secretary of the banned
United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA),
who had spent 18 years imprisoned in
Dhaka. The treaty mandates the
extradition of individuals charged with or
convicted of crimes that warrant a
minimum sentence of one year's
imprisonment. A key requirement for
extradition is the principle of dual
criminality, meaning that the offence
musst be punishable in both countries.
Since the charges against Ms. Hasina are
prosecutable in India, and the penalties
for her alleged crimes are also substantial,
she qualifies for extradition on these
grounds. Additionally, the treaty
encompasses within its ambit attempts to
commit, as well as aid, abet, incite, or act

as an accomplice in such crimes.

Notably, the 2016 amendment to the
treaty substantially lowered the threshold
for extradition by removing the
requirement to furnish concrete evidence
against the offender. Under Article 10 of
the treaty, only an arrest warrant issued
by a competent court in the requesting
country is sufficient to initiate the
extradition process.

Can extradition be refused?

Article 6 of the treaty stipulates that
extradition may be refused if the offence
is of a “political nature”. However, there
are stringent limitations on this particular
exemption. A host of offences such as
murder, terrorism-related crimes, and
kidnapping, are explicitly excluded from
being classified as political. Given that
several of the charpes against Ms. Hasina

~ such as murder and enforced
disappearance- fall outside the scope of
this exemption, it is unlikely that India
will be able to justify them as political
transgressions to deny extradition.

Another basis for refusal is outlined in
Article 8, which permits denial of a
request if the accusation is not “made in
pood faith in the interests of justice” or if
it involves military offences not
considered “an offence under general
criminal law." India could potentially
refuse extradition on the ground that the
charges against Ms. Hasina have not been
levelled in good faith and there is a
possibility of her being subjected to
political persecution or an unfair trial
upon her return to Bangladesh. Such
concerns are further exacerbated by
recent reports that ministers from Ms.
Hasina's cabinet were physically arrested
by bystanders while being transported to
court for remand hearings.

What are the potential implications?
Sreeradha Datta, professor of
international relations at O.P. Jindal
Global University told The Hindu that the
treaty does not puarantee Ms. Hassina's
extradition, as the final decision will hinge
more on diplomatic negotiations and
political considerations. “Even if India
were to decline the extradition request, it
would likely serve as a minor political
irritant rather and is unlikely to demt
bilateral relations, especially in critical
areas of cooperation between the two
nations,” she said.

Bangladesh is India’s larpest trade
partner in South Asia, with bilateral trade
estimated at $15.9 billion in the fiscal vear
2022-23. Before Ms. Hasina's ouster, both
nations were poised to commence
dialogue on a comprehensive economic
partnership agreement (CEPA) to foster
economic ties. Following the regime
change in Dhaka, Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has spoken with the Chief
Adviser of the new interim government,
Muhammad Yunus, and pledged
continued support for ongoing
development projects.

THE GIST

The chief prasecutor of
Bangiadesh's international
Crimes Tribunal (ICT) has
announced plans to seek the
extradition of ousted leader
Sheikh Hasina from
neighbouring India.

In 2013, India and Bangladesh
signed an extradition treaty as
astrategic measure to address
nsurgency and terrersm along
their shared borders. it was
amended in 2016 to ease the
process of exchange of
fugirves wanted by both
nations. The treaty has
facilitated the transfer of
several notable political
prisoners.
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Article 6 of the treaty stipulates
that extradition may be refused
if the offence is of & “political
nature”.



